[The TraumaNetzwerk DGU project. Goals, conception, and successes achieved].
In Germany, approximately 35,000 patients with major injuries are treated per year. The treatment of patients suffering from major injuries is both a medical and a logistic challenge. Despite the high-level quality of medical care, regional differences exist due to geographical and infrastructural conditions. In addition, discrepancies in human resources and technical equipment in hospitals influence diagnostics and treatment of severely injured patients. Based on these findings trauma networks of the German Trauma Association were founded to guarantee nationwide high-quality medical care of these patients. This article provides an overview about requirements of all involved professions and establishment of trauma networks considering state-of-the-art communication technology. Moreover, characteristics of the auditing and certification process and planning of the integration of rehabilitation facilities are described.